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HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

I hope you all enjoyed a happy and relaxing winter break. 

During the holidays my family spent time gathered 

together enjoying many celebrations.  We had relatives 

who arrived to New Jersey from sunny, warm Florida and 

others who arrived from upstate New York and southern 

Virginia.  Our family is fortunate to be able to celebrate 

holiday traditions together.  From young cousins to elderly 

grandparents, we all spend one morning together cutting, 

filling, and folding pasta dough to make homemade ravioli.  

Later in the evening we exchange gifts and play games.  It’s 

exciting to see the young children in the family growing up 

and the older children in the family returning for the 

holidays with their spouses.  The seating at the table 

continues to grow each year; a blessing we are fortunate to 

be thankful for every year. 

 

We’re hoping for a consistent stretch of good weather. 

Please be aware of the various ways in which we 

communicate information about school closings and 

delays:  

o Emergency calls and texts (Phone calls are  

generated through information in Realtime. As 

long as your information is accurate, you will 

receive a call and/or e-mail.) 

 o Announcements are posted to the district 

website at www.delranschools.org 

 o Radio channels WCVH 90.5 FM and/or WPST 

94.5 FM and/or WKXW 101.5 FM 

  
Here’s to a healthy and successful 2017! 

 

TECHNOLOGY FOCUS:  HOUR OF CODE 
(Mrs. Mary Jo Hutchinson, Supervisor of Mathematics, Science, 

Business & K-5 Computers) 

Delran Township School District celebrated the Hour of 

Code from December 5-11, 2016, which is Computer 

Science Education week. The Hour of Code is a one-hour 

introduction to computer science, designed to demystify 

code and show that anybody can learn the basics. 

Computer science helps nurture problem-solving skills, 

logic and creativity, all important skills for many of the jobs 

that will be available in the future. Did you know that there 

are 21,235 computing jobs available in the State of New 

Jersey?  With only 1,535 computer science graduates and 

165 schools that teach computer science in New Jersey, 

Delran would like to inspire more computer science college 

and career ready students.   DHS offers both CP Computer 

Science and AP Computer Science and all students K-8 

have computer skill development, including the use of 

Scratch at DMS. 

 

Parents of all K-12 students were provided with 

information about Hour of Code and encouraged to 

participate with their children at home. Hour of Code Fact 

Sheet for Families December 2016  

 

Students in all of our schools participated in Coding 

activities at school throughout the week. Hour of Code 

Activities throughout the district were coordinated by the 

district’s STEM programming co-coordinators, Mary Jo 

Hutchinson (K-12 Supervisor of Mathematics) and Erica 

DeMichele (K-12 Supervisor of Science) along with the 

Principals and Assistant Principals in each building. All 

students who participated received a personalized Hour of 

Code completion certificate. 

 

Millbridge Elementary School (Grades K-2) 

 All students completed an online Lego coding activity 

during their Library class. 

 In addition, students at Millbridge participated in 

“unplugged” activities which support the logical 

thinking required for coding: 

o In PE, students practiced spatial thinking, 

design and engineering skills by building 

structures with Imagination Playground. 

o In Art, students created glyphs and 

transformed numerical sequence data 

determined by dice rolls into artistic 

representations. 

o In Music, students created musical 

compositions using instruments, made of 

assorted tubes at various lengths/widths. 

Delran Intermediate School (Grades 3-5) 

o All students completed Code.org coding 

tutorials during two special area classes this 

week: Computers and Library. 

o Some 5th graders welcomed Computer 

Science professor Anita Wright as a special 

guest speaker and coded in the educational 

tool Alice 2. 

Delran Middle School (Grades 6-8) 

o All students completed Code.org coding 

tutorials. 

Delran High School (Grades 9-12) 
o All Freshmen completed Code.org coding 

tutorials during a special Activity Period 

schedule. 

o The Media Center was open to any 

Sophomores, Juniors, and Seniors who wished 

to complete Code.org coding tutorials during 

all lunch periods during the week. 
Mrs. Hutchinson also serves as the district’s K-12 Robotics 

Coordinator and a STEM Program Co-Coordinator.  

Additionally, Mrs. Hutchinson is part of the district’s STEM 
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(science, technology, engineering, and mathematics) alliance; 

Delran STEM Ecosystem Alliance which aspires to provide an 

integrative, interactive, system with a shared vision for developing 

and growing a sustainable and collaborative STEM community 

that is characterized by proactive and passionate thinking while 

providing all Delran learners with equitable access to high-quality 

STEM learning and work opportunities. 

 PARCC ASSESSMENT 
What’s This Attention to Non-Fiction All About? 

 
There has been a great deal of print media coverage on the 

Core Content Standards, now officially called the New 

Jersey Learning Standards – especially in the area of 

Language Arts – and how this will be taught by our 

educators and assessed through PARCC.  The New Jersey 

Learning Standards in Language Arts calls for a greater 

percentage of informational writing.  In grades K-5 one 

third of the writing students should be informational 

writing. In grades 6-8, slightly more than one third should 

be writing to explain, or informational writing. This call to 

order pushes students to add to their repetoire of skills so 

that they can write with specific information, details, 

examples, citations or quotes, and sythesize those details 

and specifics in order to preparing them to write for college 

and career.  This month’s column will address 

opportunities for Delran students to be exposed to non-

fiction writing strategies and assignments.   

 

Most of us probably recall lots of opportunity for creative 

writing – or fiction – when we were in school.  The 

majority of writing required for high school, college, and 

workplace, however, is informational.  We also know that 

most authors write about what they know.  Their stories 

begin with a seed of realism – something they experienced 

or are passionate about.  Our writing curriculum is 

designed to provide our students with ample opportunities 

to develop their non-fiction writing skills throughout the 

grades. 

 

Young writers write non-fiction stories that allow them to 

share all that they know about a topic of interest.  These 

young writers have been able to share a wealth of 

information on such topics as dogs, horses, TaeKwonDo, 

painting, and more.  At this level of writing, the student 

does very little, if any, research about their topic.  At times 

writers will reference a non-fiction picture book to aide in 

their non-fiction knowledge in order to write with 

authoridy.  Writers will then organize all that they know 

into structured chapters, complete with expert vocabulary, 

helpful diagrams and charts, and glossary.  Guided by 

authors such as Gail Gibbons and Jim Arnosky, the 

students gain writing craft tips and ideas by studying real 

text and what authors do as writers.  Once they understand 

the author's craft and how it impacts the story, they try it in 

their own writing by writing across multiple pages to teach 

readers ‘how-to’ or about a topic part-by-part while 

including labels and words to give facts. 

 

Elementary students in grades two through fives build upon 

this structure and are required to use more sophisticated 

non-fiction writing strategies like using transitional words, 

specific details, steps, and tips.  They also learn “opinion 

writing, and write reviews of area restaurants, 

demonstrating such skills as tactfully inserting their opinion 

into a piece of writing, using vivid vocabulary to describe 

the restaurant setting and service, and putting forth an 

overall impression of the restaurant experience.  Other 

students might write informational lab reports to teach 

readers important points about a subject while using 

different kinds of informaiton; facts, definitions, details, 

steps, and tips. 

 

As students move through the upper elementary grades, 

this type of informational writing becomes deeper and 

relies more and more on the use of non-fiction research 

texts.  Students learn to cite information and to organize 

their thinking into logical paragraphs and chapters, keeping 

a keen awareness of audience as they write. Writers in 

fourth and fifth grades write argument-based essays which 

teach the reader about subjects.  Writers might include little 

essays, stories, or “how-to” sections in their writing to 

teach the reader.  They use examples, details, dates, and 

quotes in writing to offer the reader more specifics about 

the topic of choice. 

By the middle school years, students are continuing to add 

argument, literary, and explanatory essays to their 

repertoire.  Additionally, students are learning to respond 

to Document-Based Questions (DBQs) in their social 

studies classes.  The upcoming PARCC assessment refers 

to this type of writing as RSTs, or Research Simulated 

Task. This sophisticated analysis requires that students read 

several primary source documents, generate a thesis 

statement about the reading, and cite evidence from the 

documents to support their response. For example, students 

might read an article about The Boston Tea Party, analyze 

a data table, and watch a YouTube video clip then answer 

multiple choice questions and write a research based essay 

on the information. Students in Honors and AP level 

classes at high school are faced with DBQs often in 

assessments, and our DMS teachers are doing a terrific job 

of introducing and supporting this type of reading and 

writing with their students.   

 

All of this non-fiction writing work is balanced at all grades 

with poetry, memoir, realistic fiction, and narrative story 

writing.   Our students will have a strong foundation in 

non-fiction writing as preparation for not only the PARCC 

assessments, but for high school and beyond. 
 

SAMPLE PARCC ITEM – GRADE 7 

  
Below are three claims that one could make based on the 

article “Earhart’s Final Resting Place Believed Found.” 

Claims  
o Earhart and Noonan lived as castaways on Nikumaroro 

Island.  

o Earhart and Noonan’s plane crashed into the Pacific 

Ocean.  



o People don’t really know where Earhart and Noonan 

died.  

Part A  

Highlight the claim that is supported by the most relevant 

and sufficient evidence within “Earhart’s Final Resting 

Place Believed Found.”  

Part B  

Click on two facts within the article that best provide 

evidence to support the claim selected in Part A. 

 

 
NEW SCIENCE STANDARDS 

(NEXT GENERATION SCIENCE STANDARDS) 

 
National educational leader, Bill Daggert, commented last 

year at a meeting I attended, “New Jersey hasn’t met a 

standard it didn’t like.”  New Jersey districts have aligned 

curriculum with updated Math and Literacy standards—

and now there are new Science standards to consider.  The 

Next Generation Science Standards had a delayed 

implementation timeline, with grades 6-12 implemented at 

the beginning of this school year, and grades K-5 

implementing by the start of the 2017-2018 school year.  

The delayed implementation allows us time to review the 

new standards and embed them into our already strong 

science instruction.  

 

The new disciplinary core ideas of Life Science, Physical 

Science, Earth and Space Science, and Engineering Design 

are not entirely new to Delran Township.  These elements 

are already included in our science, technology, and 

mathematics classes.   

 

The NJ Department of Education reminds us that these 

standards are student performance expectations – not 

curriculum. The expectation that students reason 

abstractly, engage in argument from evidence, and obtain, 

communicate and evaluate information is both reasonable 

and important. Students should be able to do these things if 

they are to navigate high school, college, and work as 

young adults. We will continue to report on the 

implementation of the Next Generation Science Standards 

as this work continues. 

 

PROMPTS FOR TALKING WITH CHILDREN 

ABOUT THEIR 

READING

 
 
o What's happening in your book?  

o Have you had a chance to read on yet? I am dying to 

know if . . .  

o Wow . . . I can't believe that just happened.  

o I am thinking so many things right now.  

o I think I know what ________ is going to do next. o I 

didn't know that.  

o I didn't get that part.  

o I'm confused. Who is talking?  

o This book is so much like ____________________.  

o _____________ (Author's name) always has the same 

kinds of characters.  

o What are you thinking?  

o What are you wondering?  

o What would you do if ______________________?  

 
These prompts help students see that books that seem 

simple often have complex plots and ideas. Natural 

discussions about the events in a book and connections to 

our lives while reading keep the focus on the meaning in 

the text. These are also generic enough that they can be 

used by parents who may not be intimately familiar with 

the novel being read by their child. Of course, borrowing 

your child’s novel to read after they’ve gone to bed is 

perfectly acceptable! 

ANNOUNCEMENT OF EDUCATOR    

                     OF THE YEAR HONOREES 
(Superintendent, Dr. Brian Brotschul) 

Delran Township Public Schools is blessed with a sterling 

teaching staff in all of its schools. The district and New 

Jersey Department of Education participate in the New 

Jersey Teacher of the Year Program and the Governor’s 

Teacher/Educational Service Professional Recognition 

Program.  This program highlights educational innovation, 

student achievement, the rewards of teaching and 

important services outside the classroom environment that 

lead to student success.  Further, it seeks to attract public 

attention to the positive aspects of our educational system. 

 

The school district has engaged in a process that allows for 

four teachers, one educational support professional and one 

paraprofessional to be honored for outstanding 

professionalism and student support.  We are happy to 

honor the following staff members with supportive 

comments from their colleagues and our Teacher of the 

Year Committees. 

 

DELRAN HIGH SCHOOL 

The DHS Teacher of the Year Selection committee writes 

that as a teacher of Chemistry for the past eight 

years, Linda Mason has been an inspiration to countless 

students at Delran High School.  She has superior 

intelligence and a matchless compassion.  You will not find 

a staff member who treats their students with as much love, 

kindness, and concern.  She is a gifted educator and a 

valued member of the staff.  The students of Delran, past 



and present, often name her as one of “those teachers” that 

had a major impact on their lives.    

DELRAN MIDDLE SCHOOL 

The DMS Teacher of the Year Selection Committee has 

recommended, Michelle Fusto, an eighth-grade special 

education teacher, as the DMS Teacher of the Year.   Mrs. 

Fusto is a staple at Delran Middle School. She assists 

students’ achievements and guides them through their 

struggles.  Her patience and caring heart establishes a 

classroom that fosters success. Mrs. Fusto is an intricate 

part of the staff at Delran Middle School.  Her colleagues 

view her as a resource of knowledge. She is always willing 

to help, by listening or assisting with lessons or school 

events including organizing holiday collections for our 

support staff. 

 

DELRAN INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL 
The DIS Teacher of the Year Selection Committee is 

pleased to recommend, fifth grade teacher, Megan 

Cyphers as the Delran Intermediate School 2017 Teacher 

of the Year. Mrs. Cyphers has been a dedicated 

professional for over twenty years. She holds numerous 

accolades and certifications. Mrs. Cyphers is a highly 

motivated, kind hearted and positive teacher. She truly 

cares about the growth of her students both academically, 

and in the social-emotional arena. She makes sure that her 

students not only challenge themselves, but laugh and have 

fun while learning. She is always there to support her 

colleagues and students by answering questions and 

lending a helping hand. 

 

MILLBRIDGE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
The Millbridge Teacher of the Year Selection Committee is 

proud to recognize kindergarten teacher, Beth Cohen, as 

our 2017 Teacher of the Year. Mrs. Cohen runs a student-

centered classroom and works tirelessly to meet the needs 

of all learners. She constantly seeks out ways to improve 

student learning and move her students along the learning 

continuum. Parents from her class shared as part of the 

nomination process that she is a teacher who always makes 

the children feel loved and special! In one of her colleague 

nominations, it was pointed out that beyond the classroom, 

she always is willing to engage in professional dialogues 

with her colleagues and participate in all school activities.  

 

EDUCATIONAL SERVICES PROFESSIONAL 

Julia Stipa has been nominated the 2016-2017 Educational 

Service Professional of the year.  Mrs. Stipa has done an 

exceptional job working with the students of Delran for 

many years.  Julia first worked as a special education 

teacher at Delran Middle School.  Her caring and 

compassionate personality, along with her creative 

educational ideas made her an exceptional classroom 

teacher.  Her students and her colleagues grew to love her 

quickly. She is a very dedicated guidance counselor that 

goes above and beyond for all students at Delran Middle 

School.  Her students know that they can count on her, as 

do her colleagues.  She is a true advocate for all of her 

students. 

 

 

PARAPROFESSIONAL 

Vicky Donaghy has been nominated the 2016-2017 

Paraprofessional of the year. She is dedicated and hard-

working, coming to school every day ready and giving her 

all to both students and colleagues. As a paraprofessional 

in Mrs. Forsythe’s classroom, Mrs. Donaghy assists in 

providing a safe and structured environment that allows 

students to experience success. Vicki often works with 

students who have emotional challenges and severe 

cognitive disabilities, as well as students who have behavior 

plans. Vicky is always able to remain calm even in difficult 

situations. She is both nurturing and firm and has an 

uncanny ability to notice when a student needs a little extra 

attention.  

 
On behalf of the Delran Township Board of Education, 

congratulations to the honorees and best of luck in the next phases 

of the County and State processes for these awards.  To read more 

about these fabulous staff members visit 

https://bbrotschul.wordpress.com/2016/12/28/delran-

announces-educator-of-the-year-honorees/  
 

 

TECH TIP FOR ASSISTANCE 

 

 WITH MATH HOMEWORK 

There are almost apps for every task one might need and 

assistance with math is no different.  Learning any new 

subject can be challenging—for many students, that subject 

is math.  If someone in your family could use assistance 

with math homework for those problems that are a little 

tricky to solve, evaluate, and/or simplify, Photo Math 

might be a tool to help and best of all, it’s free! Photo Math 

is rated by iTunes for functunality four and a half stars. 

This App is listed by the Latin Post as one of the top ten 

Apps that everyone should have in their mobile in 2017. It 

is marketed as a camera calculator and math assistant. All 

you need is a smart phone. Simply point your camera 

toward a math problem and Photomath will show the 

result with detailed step-by-step, easy to follow steps.  First, 

scan the math problem for an instant result.  Next, learn 

with step-by-step instructions. Even edit with a smart 

calculator! This app works similar to apps that scan 

barcodes.  It doesn’t solve word problems, but for 

equations it’s a handy tool for struggling learners or even 

for parents that need a quick reminder on how to solve, 

simplify, or evaluate equations.  It is available for Andriod 

& iOS.  Find Photomath in the App Store on iTunes. To 

learn more about if Photomath is a good tool for your 

family visit here or to download Photo math download 

click here.  I highly recommend it.  It has saved me a few 

gray hairs on more than one occasion. 
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